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and his eloquence always receives its praise, though it may
sometimes be disappointed of its more important effects.

In the present debate, my lords, I have heard no argu-
ment, by which I am inclined to change the usual forms of
address, or to reject the motion which has been made to us.
The address which has been proposed, is not, in my
opinion, justly chargeable either with flattery to the mi-
nisters, or with disingenuity with respect to the people;
nor can I discover in it any of those positions which have
been represented so fallacious and dangerous*  It contains
only a general declaration of our gratitude, and an asser-
tion of our zeal; a declaration and assertion to which I
hope no lord in this assembly will be unwilling to subscribe.
As an inquiry into the propriety of this address has pro-
duced, whether necessarily or not, many observations on
the present state  of Europe, and many animadversions
upon the late conduct, it cannot be improper for me to
offer to your lordships my opinion of the measures which
have been pursued by us, as well in the war with Spain, as
with regard to the queen of Hungary, and to propose my
conjectures concerning the events which may probably be
produced by the distractions on the continent.

This deviation from the question before us, will at least
be as easily pardoned in me as in the noble lords who have
exhibited so gloomy a representation of our approaching
condition, who have lamented the slavery with which they
imagine all the states of Europe about to be harassed, and
described the insolence and ravages of those oppressors to
whom their apprehensions have already given the empire
of the world.    For surely, my lords, it is an endeavour no
less laudable to dispel terrour, than to excite it; and he
who brings us such accounts as we desire to receive, is
generally listened to with indulgence, however unelegant
may be his expressions* or however irregular his narration.
That the power of the family of Bourbon is arrived at a
very dangerous and formidable extent; that it never was
hitherto employed but to disturb the happiness of the uni-
verse ;  that the same schemes which our ancestors la-
boured so ardently and so successfully to destroy, are now